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We, as representatives of young students from Relevant countries
and regionsalong the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) who are
concerned with development of universal accessibility, attended
the forum on accessibility of disability affairs under the
framework of the BRI on October 11, 2019, jointly sponsored by

Rehabilitation International, China Disabled Persons’ Federation,

and Tsinghua University.
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For thousands of years, the Silk Road has forged a Silk Road spirit
featuring peaceful cooperation, openness and inclusiveness,
mutual learning, mutual benefit, and win-win. During the forum,
we followed principles of consultation, co-construction, and
sharing and upheld the spirit of the Silk Road by communicating
and interacting with government decision-makers, officials of
international organizations, and experts and scholars from
universities in BRI countries to discuss the accessibility
development experiences and development trends of various
countries. As forum participants, we are well aware that BRI is in
line with the United Nations' 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, and we are convinced that accessibility
development plays an irreplaceable and essential role in

achieving the goal of BRI.
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BRI embodies sustainability, civilization, and inclusiveness; the
development achievements of BRI should benefit everyone.
However, these achievements might not be able to be shared due
to obstacles that we may face at some point in our lives - obstacles
of action and perception. Our vision is that people in BRI
countries and regions and even in other countries all over the
world -regardless of gender, age, culture, religion, social habits
and physical and mental status - can all share the fruits of
development and can freely, independently, equally, safely,
healthily, and conveniently utilize human settlement environment
and basic services, as well as obtain, process, and use information.
On July 28, 2019, the Accessibility Environment Construction
Think Tank launched the Accessibility Action (2019-2022) in
Shanghai, China. It conducted eight major accessibility actions in
vision, hearing, movement, residence, work, travel, guide, and
sharing. The purpose of this was to promote the universal benefit,

integration, and application effectiveness of accessibility



environment construction, as well as to create an accessibility
environment that everyone needs, participates in, and shares,
while eliminating discrimination, respecting life, safeguarding
rights, and integrating development. On the basis of mutual
recognition and consensus on this beautiful vision, in order to
enable all people to share the development results at any stage of

the life cycle, we hereby introduce the following initiatives:
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1. BRI has always been a platform for multi-participation and
joint effort. We advocate that the accessibility development of
BRI countries and regions should follow the Silk Road spirit,
adhere to the core concept of consultation, co-construction, and
sharing. BRI countries and regions should take the initiative to
create opportunities to promote exchanges, share their experience
in successful accessibility construction, and learn from each other

based on their national conditions in order to jointly build an

accessibility environment.
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2. We hope that the government will listen to the voices of people
with difficulties in mobility and perception in the process of
creating accessibility. The government should carry out
international exchanges and cooperation frequently centering on

accessibility development and especially encourage the

participation of people with mobility and perception impairments.
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3. With different professional backgrounds, we have reached a
consensus that the construction of accessibility environment
requires the development of all industries as well as
interdisciplinary exchanges and cooperation. We call on people
from all walks of life to work together to promote the universal
accessibility concept in their respective fields from different

professional perspectives and jointly push forward the

development of accessibility environment in BRI countries and



regions.
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4. We not only call for the improvement of accessibility facilities,
policies, and systems, but also for the progress of accessibility in
social culture and public awareness. We advocate for BRI
countries and regions to join hands and discover new ways to
disseminate so that the concept of universal accessibility can take

root and public awareness of accessibility will be continuously

enhanced.
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5. The youth represent not only the hope of a country, but also the



future of global development. Young people should have the
courage to take on responsibilities, pursue their ambitions, and
display leadership on the international cooperation platform of
BRI, contributing to the development of universal accessibility
and striving to spread and promote universal accessibility among
their peers and even society as a whole. We hope that young
people from BRI countries and regions can unite together, adhere
to the spirit of the Beijing Declaration on Universal Accessibility
Development, transform the above initiatives into actions, hold
youth forums regularly on universal accessibility related topics,
promote dialogue, capacity-building and resource sharing, and
propel equal access and inclusive development for people with

disabilities.



